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Following is a list of ways students and teachers might connect classroom learning
in specific subject areas to needs in the community. The aim of the list is to
stimulate thinking. (It might best be used as part of a group brainstorming
activity.) Young people have a knack for coming up with creative solutions to age-
old problems. The possibilities for integrating youth service activities into existing
subject areas are as limitless as the creativity and fresh ideas of the young. These
examples are most relevant to secondary schools where a greater division of subjects
occurs, but they could also be useful for elementary school units.

Please niote that many activities are relevant to a number of subject areas. Note
also that all of the examples below assume that an important part of service-
learning is direct contact between those serving and the people or environment t

serve. Activities such as fundraising or performing arts as described below attempt
to bring about this contact.

For further information, contact:  The National Youth Leadership Council
1910 W. County Rd. B
Roseville, MN 55113
(612) 631-3672

English
Writing:

- Study current issues and write stories about them to convey information to
geers or to the wider community.

- Read works of literature concerning service-related issues, then write essays
connecting the service experience to the literary treatment of the subject. A
couple of examples for different issues are: Flowers for Algemon and mental

+ retardation or Silent Spring and environmental issues.

- After performing service, write stories, Ppoems or plays using the experience as a
starting point.

- Write letters to a senior citizen.

- Help disabled people to write letters and business correspondence.

- Respond to Santa letters.

Journalism:

- Write nonprofit organizations’ press releases.

- Write stories for weekly neighborhood or small town papers.

- Write brochures or announcements for community events.

*Produce community newspapers.

Language Arts

+Teach English as a Second Language (ESL) to recent immigrants.
- Assist recent immigrants with basic tasks such as getting phones, learning to use
mass transit, or filing immigration papers.

- Translate important government, or other documents, into languages used by
xal residents or by tourists.

n and make trips to other countries where service is needed.
-Collect clothing or other goods and deliver them to the people in need.
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- Provide peers with information about scxuahry, family life and other t

- Educate peers and the public about substance abuse, AIDS and other sexuall\
transmitted diseases, as well as other issues.

- Take Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) training and join the local volunt..
ambulance crew.

- Help the Red Cross collect blood.

- Teach first aid to younger students and to the public.

- Teach basic home emergency skills to young children who are home alone.

- Conduct blood pressure screenings.

Arts
Visual Arts:
- Paint public murals around community themes.
- Design public spaces such as parks, playgrounds or malls.
- Develop and present paintings, sculptures, etc. to homebound, hospitalized or
institutionalized senior citizens; physically handicapped or others.
- Help display public art in fll.lenes or as part of local craft shows.
- Teach arts to younger children or to adults through Community Education or
other classes.
Performing Arts:
- Teach any performin, g art to younger children, people with disabilities or to
interested peers or a
- Involve leammg-dlsabled students, or others with disabilities, in performances
- a possibility with any performing art.
Music:
- Sponsor and organize a community fair with local youth and adult musicians.
- Organize a community band.
- Work with community members to write organization or community theme
songs.
Theaiezr
- Research and write plays around current events or community issues.
- Perform plays on current issues such as child abuse and then facilitate
discussion around these topics.
- Use theater games to help their peers develop communications, listening and
other important skills.
Dance:
- Engage people with physical disabilities in dance as a way of getting them to
learn new ways of coping or of expressing themselves.
- Help others learn to express their emotions and to feel good about their bodies.

Physical Education

- Coach sports for younger students.

- Work with physical therapists to assist recovering accident victims.

- Organize and run Special Olympics.
- Organize intercultural games and sporting events. For example, recent
immigrants and long-term American residents could teach each other their
favorite games.

- Lay out and build a community exercise course.

- Help eelgm walk, run and bike-a-thons to increase community awareness of

for regular exercise, and to raise funds for worthy groups.
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- Tutor younger students in math skills.

- H le to tax returns.

- Cmddp mmeysp;nmswmmumty needs and process and analyze the results.

- Count species of animals or measure and
count trees and other plant life for the
Department of Natural Resources or
Agriculture.

- Calculate needs and measure building
materials for construction projects such as
installing wheelchair ramps.

- Interview local businesses about how they
use math in their daily work and publish the
results in a booklet for other math classes.
Problems could be included that would show
practical applications for a range of math

-Help }ood banks, food coops or local
businesses with their monthly or quarterly
inventories.

- Help disabled homebound le with check
writing, budgeting, filling out forms, etc.

- Assist small businesses or farms with basic
bookkeeping such as cross checking journal
entries or totaling columns.

Computers
- Train senior citizens in computer use.
- Help disabled people use their computers.
- Run computer programs with local farmers or non-profit organization staff

Industrial Arts

- Build specialized equipment such as wheel chair ramps for disabled people.

- Repair small engines for senior citizens or low income people.

- Teach bicycle repair or other mechanical skills to younger students. This could
include bicycle safety.

- Fix up senior citizens or disabled persons’ homes so that they can remain
independent.

- Help build low-income housing.

- Design and build public facilities such as playground equipment.

- Examine local problems such as traffic congestion, then research and develop
creative solutions. The information and ideas could then be Ppresented to local
policy makers.

Home Economics

+Work with residents of public shelters or other institutions to redesign and fix
up living rooms or other common spaces.

+Collect and repair clothing and household goods to be sent to areas in need of
:lslascer relief.

*elp establish immigrants in their living quarters by painting, buying
household goods, mErtusses etc.

- Help senior citizens or poor people with home budgeting and shopping.

" convey nutrition information to low income ple.

Cook and deliver meals to senior citizens or J?Be:bled )

“Provide teenage mothers with information on nun'iﬁomld development and
Farenting. Also help them with child care and household chores,

“Help consumers to successfully resolve complaints.
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- Research a pest problem such as the invasion of a new aquatic weed and
investigate possible solutions.

- Adopt a stream or other body of water. Through research and testing,
determine its health and develop solutions such as trash pickups, public
regulations for boat use and waste disposal, inform users of positive actions
they can take, etc.

- Research the local environment and plant trees and other plants to counteract \

lobal warming as well as to aid local ecosystems.

- Develop a botanical guide to local wild flowers, or a field guide to local parks or
other natural areas.

- Perform energy audits.

- Conduct research on local resource use and other environmental issues and
convey the information to local policy makers.

- Educate the public about environmental concerns.

- Work with a local humane society, zoo or nature center to assist injured animals
or feed and care for healthy ones.

- Hold star gazer astronomy tours for people who can’t get to observatories or i
planetariums.

- Make presentations on a wide variety of science-related issues to younger
students.

- Measure rain fall including acid content.

- Assist with the work of nature centers or museums.

Many of these examples are adapted from Enriching Learning through Service by Kate |
BcPherson of Project Service Leadership in Washington State. See Bibliography.) ‘

Students at Brimhall
Elementary School developed
a recycling program. They
visited a local solid waste
disposal plant in connection
with classroom studies.
Photo by Chris Wurtzinger
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