INTEGRATING SERVICE LEARNING INTO THE CURRICULUM 

Service learning (SL) works in all disciplines and all types of curricula. There are various models for integrating service learning into the curriculum. Major key elements they all share are: Reflection and direct links to a course of study. The following is a survey of models implemented in LACCD colleges and nationwide.

Extra credit:

The extra credit assignment may be a singular activity or may require about 15-20 hours of service per semester. Typically, the student is required to submit a paper, a project and/or other types of reflection exercises. The activity may be initiated by the student or the instructor.

Optional activity to fulfill one of the course requirements:

Similar to an extra credit activity mentioned above. Advantages:  Provides a choice to interested students while limiting the number of students involved in SL. This reduces faculty workload.  

Directed Studies: 

A student develops a SL project and identifies a professor to oversee the project. In some colleges, the SL Coordinator will match students with professors.

Cooperative Work Experience:

SL is facilitated through enrollment in Cooperative Education class.  Reflection activities are required in order to consider this as a SL activity.

Course requirement: 

The point value for this requirement varies from course to course. Advantages: Incorporation of student team experience and a more encompassing reflection for the class. Disadvantages: Logistics, increased workload for faculty and agencies and the difficulty of locating sites for a large number of students. (LAHC – Math 230), LATTC – Personal Development 2-Interpersonal Relationships, LAPC). 

Added co-requisite to an existing course:

MT. SAC has created a generic 1 unit SL class titled “Linked Service Learning”. It is linked to other classes in different disciplines. Instructors who are interested in incorporating SL into the curriculum will teach the class in which students are required to participate in 18 hours of service and a short orientation. The service activities and written assignments are directly linked with the academic or vocational course. The ticket number changes for each discipline.  Some colleges offer a SL Lab, linked with Personal Development or Learning Skills classes. (Southwestern University).


A course designed around a SL project:

Some courses are specifically geared towards involvement of students in a SL project which comprises the entire course. All coursework, readings and evaluation are directed at the project.  

A Service Learning course:

A course which introduces students into the principles of SL, community work and/or leadership. Usually incorporate a SL project and may lead to other courses which require SL. (GCC – Introduction to Community Volunteerism 145/ Lab 146).

Interdisciplinary Service Learning course:

A single course taught by professors from various disciplines where a problem is approached from various perspectives. Alternately, several faculty members may collaborate by teaching their respective SL courses and developing a single large project for their students. 
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