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Instructional Technology Workshops:
Conducting Effective Database Searches



Agenda
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e Searching the web

e Search basics

e Examples

e Advanced Google Search
e Question/Answer
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Searching the Web

e Search Engines
— Google
— Yahoo
— MSN
— Lycos
— Dogpile
— Alta Vista
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Search Basics
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e Input search term
— Hawaii

e Choosing search terms

— Hawaii vacation

— Hawaii vacation golf

— Luxury hotels Maui vs.. tropical island hotels
e Capitalization

— Search engines NOT case sensitive

® ‘(And”
— Automatically added, i.e.. Vacation “and” Hawaii

Conducting Effective Database Searches




Search Basics
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e Exclusion of common words
— Where, how, to, etc
— “+”In front of essential common term
e constitutional amendment +l11

— Use quotes for common phrases

e “constitutional amendment II”
— Also useful for:
» Lyrics “Hey Jude”
» Proper Names “George Washington”
» Phrases “This was their finest hour”

e Negative Terms

— Words with multiple meanings
e Bass -music
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Advanced Search
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e Synonym Search

— ~food ~facts
« Nutrition, cooking information, etc.

e “OR” search
— Vacation London OR Paris

e Domalin search

— Use Site: followed by desired domain
e Leaning communities site:lattc.edu

e Numrange search

— Search dates, weights, cost, etc.

e 2 numbers, 2 periods, NO spaces
— Digital camera $100...200
— 1000..2000 kg mammal

Conducting Effective Database Searches



EEEEEEEEE

TRADETECH
a0 e o

g~ —

TITLE V INSTRUGTIONEL TBGHNOLOAY

Advanced Search

e More advanced search terms:
— Define:
— Date:
— Safesearch:
— Link:
— Info:
— Related:
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ﬁ Advanced Google Search
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e Goto 0~ 0 W46 m—opa BT & :
http:/7/ www. Google"
google.com e T
» Click on T
Advanced = :
Search ' o
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Advanced Google Search
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S Bt few

Q- O WEAG P froem @ - @-J 3 @&
e Advanced 0 -0 HEd 6P ISR

SearCh tipS Google Advanced Search . TR Py

Find results et ellalihm worde [10resuts_~
with the exact phrase
with ot least one of the words
without the woeds

Languags Ratum pages writtan in any lanquage -

Fila Format Only | retuen results of the file format any farmat ~

Date Featumn web pages updated in the anytima -

Occurrences Ratum resulis whese my tams occur m)’wtem inthe page

Demain Oaly | retuen resuhs from the sie or domain .5 googia.com, .o Mors inf

SafeSearch & Mo fiening () Fiter using SafaSearch

Froocgle Product Search (BETA)

Praducts Find perducts for sale L _’L“‘"]
To browse for products, start at the Froogle home page

Page-Specific Search

Similar Find pages

vir 19 tho g

e.g. wuw google. comvhalp. hifm!

Links Fina pariss thant link to thee pagie l Search
Topic-Specific Searches

Haw! Local - Find local busingsses and senices on the web.

Apple Macatosh - Search for all things Mac

BED Linix - Search web pages about the BSD operating system
o - Search all panquinfiandly pages

Microsgft - Search Microsaft-related pages

WS Govenmen! - Search all gov and mil sites
ities: Stanford 3 , & mare - Mamrow your search to a specific schools website
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e Questions/discussion

Conducting Effective Database Searches
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