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Los Angeles Trade-Technical College

Value Chain Initiative
Project Overview

Los Angeles Trade-Technical College is one of four collaborative partners in the Value Chain Initiative, a project funded by a five-year, $7.4 million contract from the Department of Defense and the US Army Corps of Engineers beginning fall, 2009.  The Initiative is being led by HENACC and also includes these other collaborative partners: the Roosevelt High School Complex (note: the complex includes Roosevelt High School and its 15 feeder middle and grade schools) and the College of Engineering, Computer Science, and Technology at California State University, Los Angeles (CSULA).  This Initiative provides a pre-science program for high school students enrolled concurrently in high school, community college, and university courses.  The Initiative also includes building the STEM pipeline in grade school and middle school by increasing student success in foundational math courses, exposing students to STEM careers, after school and Saturday STEM enrichment activities, learning experiences outside of the classroom, and career-technical courses at Trade-Tech that provide both “hands on--applied” and “contextualized” experiences.  Parental and teacher/faculty involvement in the out-of-class activities is also included.  The Initiative also includes a sustained mentorship/contact component with STEM industry role models, peers, teachers, and counselors through HENAAC.  And, the Initiative includes HENAAC’s innovative Viva Technology Program which is designed to engage inner-city and rural K-12 students, teachers and parents in the applications of technology in order to stimulate interest and academic achievement in math, science and engineering, thereby laying the foundation for students to select and succeed in college and university degree programs leading to careers in science, engineering and technology.
A total of 500 high school, 500 middle school, and 750 grade school students will participate in the Value Chain initiative each year.
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